IMPORTANT INFORMATION


a) [bookmark: _Toc361744188]EoIs must be in PDF format and submitted by NZDT 2 pm 18 November 2026 to innovation@ag-emissions.nz. 

b) File Naming Convention:
Please name your PDF file using the following format:
[IDEA or FULL]_[CH4, N2O or GHG]_[keyword].pdf
Where:
· IDEA = Idea proposal
· FULL = Full proposal
· CH4 = Proposal primarily addresses methane emissions
· N2O = Proposal primarily addresses nitrous oxide emissions
· GHG = Proposal addresses both methane and nitrous oxide emissions (or multiple agricultural greenhouse gases)
· keyword = A short identifier of 12 characters or fewer, using letters and/or numbers only (no spaces or special characters)

Examples:
· FULL_CH4_VaccineCows.pdf
· IDEA_N2O_NitrifyStop.pdf
· FULL_GHG_FeedAdditive.pdf
· IDEA_CH4_RumenTech.pdf

Notes:
· Use underscores (_) to separate fields.
· Do not include spaces in the filename.
· Limit the keyword to a maximum of 12 characters.
· Submit the proposal as a PDF only.

c) No late applications will be accepted.



R&D FULL PROPOSAL
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FORM

SECTION 0: MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
	0.1 RESEARCH CHALLENGE
Select the research challenge that this application addresses. See the Guidelines for further details.
	☐ 1. Biological and soil-management technologies that reduce N₂O emissions
☐ 2. Robust, routine in situ approaches for quantifying the key intermediaries and processes governing N₂O emissions under urine patch conditions
☐ 3. Novel approaches to reducing nitrous oxide emissions from ruminant animal deposited urine and/or reducing methane emissions from enteric fermentation that can rapidly bring about a step-change in emissions at scale in grazing ruminants 

	0.2 APPLICABILITY
Is the innovation applicable to common New Zealand farm systems?
	
☐ YES    ☐ NO

	0.3 PRIORITISATION OF NEW ZEALAND
Will New Zealand be a high-priority country for implementing any developed solution?
	
☐ YES    ☐ NO

	0.4 CREDIBLE PATHWAY TO APPLICATION
Does the proposed innovation have a credible pathway to application within New Zealand farming or growing systems?
	
☐ YES    ☐ NO

	0.5 EoI FORM
Has this form been filled out with no changes to the format and have all sections been filled out?
	
☐ YES    ☐ NO

	0.6 EoI FILE NAME
Has the PDF been named as set out in the “Important Information” section?
	
☐ YES    ☐ NO




SECTION 1: PROJECT DETAILS
	1.1 Project title
Title will be used to refer to the project quickly (max 10 words).
	

	1.2 PROJECT LEAD name
The principal investigator for the application (lead contact name and organisation (legal entity / trading name)).
	Lead contact name
	

	
	Lead organisation (legal entity)
	

	
	Lead organisation (trading name) 
	

	1.3 Project BUDGET
Enter the total amount requested, excluding GST. The maximum amount per application is NZ$2,000,000.
	Budget requested: 
$

	1.4 Project Co-FUNDING
Note: Co-funding is the commitment of new resources or the re-prioritisation of existing resources such that total investment in the proposed research area is increased if the request for funds is successful. 
Co-funding is encouraged.

	☐ YES 
☐ NO
	If yes, please specify amount (NZ$) and indicate if the co-funding is in cash and/or in-kind. 

	1.5 Project duration
Please note these are anticipated dates. Final dates will be confirmed during contracting of successful applications. 
The anticipated earliest funding start date is May 2027, subject to completion of assessment and contracting. 
Projects can run up to 2 years.
	How many years are you seeking funding for?
	

	
	Expected start date
	

	
	Expected finish date
	

	1.6 Project SUMMARY
Please provide a basic explanation of the idea in plain and simple language. Briefly describe the concept, how it addresses the selected challenge and the expected benefits.

Please note, if successful, this information may be put into the public domain.
Max 150 words.
	

	1.7 Technology readiness level (TRL)
Please specify the envisaged TRL of the idea at the start and end of this project. Early-stage and low-TRL concepts are welcomed provided there is a clear scientific rationale, and the project addresses an important technical uncertainty. High-risk, high-reward approaches are encouraged. [Appendix A]
	TRL at start of this project
	

	
	TRL at the end of this project
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SECTION 2: PROJECT INFORMATION 
IMPORTANT
This funding round is seeking genuinely innovative ideas with potential for high impact. Applications that primarily focus on validating, optimising, adapting, localising, or extending existing mitigation technologies without a strong innovation component are unlikely to be competitive. Applicants should place particular emphasis on novelty, technical uncertainty, and potential for step-change outcomes.
	[bookmark: _Hlk64966365][bookmark: _Hlk44337865][bookmark: _Toc361744192]2.1 Scientific Merit & INNOVATION: PROJECT IDEA
This section should detail the project idea and explain, clearly and succinctly, the scientific justification for its ability to meet the specified research challenge. This includes the (i) underlying principles and (ii) evidence base, or (iii) theoretical justification (if empirical data is limited). 
This section should clearly describe the underlying project idea and provide the scientific justification for why it could succeed. The focus should be on the core concept, mechanism, technology, system, or approach being investigated.
As innovation is a primary objective of this funding round, applicants must clearly explain:
· What is genuinely new about the proposed idea.
· The novel mechanism, concept, technology, system, or capability being investigated.
· How the proposed approach differs from existing New Zealand and international research.
· The key scientific or technical uncertainty being addressed.
· Why the project could deliver a step-change in emissions reduction, measurement capability, deployment potential, cost-effectiveness, or impact.
Projects focused primarily on optimisation, validation, adaptation, field testing, or incremental improvements to existing mitigation approaches are unlikely to be competitive unless substantial innovation can be demonstrated.
The Technical Assessment Panel will be selected for their expertise in greenhouse gas research and does not require extensive background information on agricultural emissions, New Zealand inventories, or climate targets. Applicants should focus on the project idea itself and the evidence supporting it. 
Maximum 500 words, not including references. These should be listed in Section 2.6.

	




















	2.2 SCIENTIFIC MERIT & INNOVATION: ApprOACH/METHODOLOGY & PROJECT OUTPUTS
Please provide a brief overview of the proposed approach/methodology and the anticipated project outputs at the end of this funding (max 2 years).  Sufficient details should be given to demonstrate to the Technical Assessment Panel that the approach considered is robust and that the anticipated project outputs are realistic within the proposed timeframe.
Note: Outputs are the proposed deliverables from the outlined approach in the period of funding requested. These may be different to the overall, long-term outcomes for New Zealand which these outputs will contribute to. 
Maximum 500 words, not including references. These should be listed in Section 2.6.

	



























	2.3 Ability to contribute to developing applied GHG mitigation solutions in a timely manner for New Zealand farmers: PROJECT outcomes for NEW ZEALAND
This section should clearly explain the outcomes of the project and how they will deliver to the specified research challenge to reduce emissions from agricultural activities in New Zealand by 2030 and/or 2040. Additional anticipated co-benefits, environmental and other, should be outlined.
Maximum 250 words, not including references. These should be listed in Section 2.6.

	


	2.4 Ability to contribute to developing applied GHG mitigation solutions in a timely manner for New Zealand farmers: POTENTIAL USAGE and IMPACT
This section should help to estimate the potential impact on national GHG emissions and cost to the end user if your project leads to the successful uptake of a mitigation technology or practice.
Estimates may be uncertain for early-stage concepts. Applicants should provide their best assessment and clearly state any assumptions used.
Please only complete this section for Research Challenges 1 and 3 to the best of your ability. If your project addresses Research Challenge 2, please move directly to Section 2.5.

	2.4.1 TARGETED GREENHOUSE GAS
	☐ Nitrous Oxide – Answer subsections 2.4.2 – 2.4.4 only
☐ Methane - Answer subsections 2.4.5 – 2.4.8 only

	2.4.2 N2O – TARGETED SECTOR(S) 
Select all sectors that the mitigation technology or practice is likely to be applicable to.
	☐ Fertiliser coating
☐ Direct urine patch application
☐ Other – please specify:


	2.4.3 N2O – POTENTIAL EFFICACY
What % of nitrous oxide emissions do you expect to be reduced (from the specific sectors that it is applied to)?
	% efficacy
	

	2.4.4 N2O – ESTIMATED COST PER HECTARE
Please estimate the final cost per hectare to use the mitigation technology or practice on farm (and explain how this cost was calculated).
	NZ$ per hectare
	

	2.4.5 CH4 - TARGETED SECTOR(S)
Select all sectors that the mitigation technology or practice is likely to be applicable to.
	☐ Dairy
☐ Beef
☐ Sheep

	2.4.6 CH4 - Animal Classes
Is the technology/practice likely to be applicable to all animal classes in the sectors selected above? If not, please explain any likely limitations.
	☐ All
☐ Limited classes
Explanation of limitations:


	2.4.7 CH4 - POTENTIAL EFFICACY
What % of enteric methane emissions do you expect to be reduced (from the specific sectors that it is applied to)?
	% efficacy
	

	2.4.8 CH4 – ESTIMATED COST PER ANIMAL
Please estimate the final cost per animal to use the mitigation technology or practice on farm (and explain how this cost was calculated).
	NZ$ per animal
	




	2.5 Ability to contribute to developing applied GHG mitigation solutions in a timely manner for New Zealand farmers: POTENTIAL TIME TO IMPLEMENTATION
This section should estimate the potential time required to take your idea from the end of this project through to a new technology or practice that is technically demonstrated in a relevant New Zealand farming environment. 
· For approaches to decrease nitrous oxide, please estimate the time required (in years) to achieve (i) experimental proof of concept (laboratory scale) and (ii) demonstration of efficacy (field trial scale).
· For approaches to quantify nitrous oxide emissions from urine patches, please estimate the time required (in years) to achieve (i) initial proof of concept with limited trials and (ii) a prototype demonstration at field trial scale.
· For approaches to reduce enteric methane, please estimate the years in which you would hope to achieve (i) experimental proof of concept (laboratory in vitro scale) and (ii) demonstration of efficacy (in vivo animal trial scale).
Maximum 250 words, not including references. These should be listed in Section 2.6.

	















	2.6 REFERENCES (if applicable)
Please provide citations of all references in Sections 2.1 – 2.5.

	



SECTION 3. ABILITY TO DELIVER
	3.1 Project team
Please complete the table for ALL members of the project team who will be responsible for delivering this project. However, CVs are ONLY required for Key Personnel.
NOTE FOR CV Preparation:  For the purposes of this application, KEY Personnel are defined as those spending more than 0.25 FTE (full time equivalent with 1 FTE = 40 hours per week) on the project. Please attach a MAX 1-page CV as an appendix to this form. CVs should be a minimum of 10-point font and include key publications and experience relevant to this application.

	Name 
(add more rows as required)
	Organisation
	Total FTE
over the lifetime of the project (e.g. 0.50 FTE)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	3.2 Delivery Team: EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE
Please provide a short summary of the skills and experience of all members of the project team that are relevant for delivering this project. Sufficient details should be given to demonstrate to the Technical Assessment Panel that the team has the necessary expertise, experience and track record to successfully undertake the project and deliver the stated outcomes.
Maximum 500 words. 

	


	3.3 Delivery Team: GAPS
This section should detail whether there are any significant gaps in the team that, if filled, would make the team more likely to succeed. Any proposed plans to fill these gaps should be included.
Maximum 250 words. 

	



[bookmark: _PART_G_–][bookmark: _Toc361744197]SECTION 4: APPLICANT DETAILS
	[bookmark: xxxxxx]4.1 Key contact person (Person submitting this application)	

	Name 
(Title, First Name, Last Name)
	
	Organisation name
	

	Position/Job Title
	 
	Postal 
address
	

	Email address
	
	Telephone
	



SECTION 5: DECLARATION
	[bookmark: _Toc361744198]As a duly authorised representative of the organisation as per Section 4 of this application form:
☐  I declare that I have read and understood the guidelines for this funding round and will comply with the requirements.
☐  I declare that, to the best of my knowledge, the information contained in all sections of this application form or supplied in support of this application is complete, true and accurate. I take full responsibility for the content of the proposal, the suitability and validity of cited sources and originality of content and confirm that that proposal does not contain false or misleading information.
☐  I declare that, to the best of my knowledge, there is no actual or potential current Conflict of Interest (COI) that will or may arise associated with this application. If this is not the case, please provide details in the box below. Note: Should you progress to Stage 2, a COI management plan will need to be considered.
	Type of COI 
(actual / potential / perceived)
	Details

	
	

	
	


☐  I declare that I am authorised to make this application and provide this information on behalf of the co-funders.
☐  I declare that I have informed the parties listed that they have been included in this application.
☐  I declare that the parties listed in this application are not in receivership or liquidation.
☐  I declare that the use of any generative AI tools in the completion of this application is acknowledged in the table below (if no AI tools were used, tick this box but leave table empty):
Please add more rows to the table as needed so that each tool used in the creation of your application is included in the declaration.
	Generative AI Tool Used
(Please List Each Separately)
	Purpose of Use
	Briefly Explain the Extent of Use

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Note: AI tools may be used for editing, formatting and improving readability, but the underlying project concept, scientific rationale and application content must originate from the applicant.
☐  I acknowledge that the AgEC & AgriZeroNZ may publicise the successful applications (while respecting commercial confidentiality).
☐  In the event of a successful application, I grant permission for the content provided in the Project Details (Section 1) to be used as the public project statement.
☐  I acknowledge that the AgEC may be required to share some information requested under the Official Information Act.
☐  I understand that the information in this EoI will remain confidential throughout the assessment process. 
☐  I understand that, if this EoI qualifies for Stage 2, no substantive changes to the core information in this application will be acceptable in the Stage 2 process unless there is clear justification.
☐  I acknowledge and accept that, if this EoI goes through to Stage 2, a completed Health and Safety prequalification and Public and/or Product Liability Insurance will be required as part of the Stage 2 process.
☐ I declare any current or pending funding applications relating to this project idea and provide associated timelines.
	




	Full Legal Name 
(please print)
	Title/ Position
	Signature
(please insert a picture)
	Date

	
	
	
	             /         /

	
	
	
	             /         /



If there are more signatories than space provided, please add rows and make the further declarations as required. It is your responsibility to know the number of signatures required for your legal status.


APPENDIX A

	TRL Stage 
	Description

	TRL 0
	Idea

	TRL 1
	Basic principles observed

	TRL 2
	Technology concept formulated

	TRL 3
	Experimental proof of concept

	TRL 4
	Technology validated in a lab/controlled environment

	TRL 5
	Technology validated in a relevant environment 

	TRL 6
	Technology demonstrated in a relevant environment 

	TRL 7
	System prototype demonstrated in an operational environment

	TRL 8
	System complete and qualified

	TRL 9
	Actual system available for use in an operational environment 



Adapted from here: https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/sites/default/files/2022-12/trl-assessment-tool-guide-final.pdf
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